Plasma cocaine concentrations during cocaine paste smoking.
Cigarettes containing cocaine paste were administered to experiences volunteer smokers in Peru, and plasma concentrations of cocaine were measured. Cocaine concentrations as high as 462 ng/ml were obtained after only three minutes of smoking cocaine paste. Subjects titrated their rate of consumption so as to achieve remarkably constant plasma concentrations during the smoking period. Areas under curve (AUC), adjusted for dose, were approximately 70% that obtained with oral or intranasal administration of cocaine to different subjects in previous experiments.